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Industry Minister Urges Government-Private 
Sector Cooperation 


9/SE0001B Bandar Seri Begawan PELITA BRUNEI 
in Malay 22 Aug 90 p 5 


[Text] Berakas, 7 Aug—The minister for industry and 
primary resources, The Honorable Dato Seri Setia Haji 
Awang Abdul Rahman, said there is an awareness of the 
separate functions of the government and private sectors 
in socioeconomic development. 


He said there is recognition of the moral function of the 
government and the economic function of the private 
sec.or. 


He made this statement in a policy speech at a meeting of 
the ASEAN Council of Commerce and Industry (ASEAN 
CCI) at the International Conference Center here. He 
added that the cooperation of the government and 
private sectors is therefore needed in national socioeco- 
nomic development. 


The minister went on to say that Brunei Darussalam has 
a clear political direction, for the sultan has emphasized 
the importance of the private sector and its active role in 
national economic development. 


The 38th meeting of the ASEAN CCI was led by its 
chairman, Awang Tan Eng Joo. 


Today’s meeting heard reports from previous working 
meetings and a progress report about ASEAN and its 
trading partners. 


The ASEAN CCI meeting began on 3 August and con- 
tinues until 8 August. 


New Armed Forces Staff Chief Installed 


91SE0001A Bandar Seri Begawan PELITA BRUNEI 
in Malay 22 Aug 90 p 13 


[Text] Berakas, 10 Aug—The Royal Brunei Armed 
Forces [ABDB] now have a new chief of staff in the 
person of His Excellency Major General Datu Seri 
Paduka Haji Awang Sulaiman bin Haji Damit, who is 
the second Bruneian to hold this position. 


He took over the post from His Excellency Major Gen- 
eral Dato Seri Pahlawan Haji Awang Mohammad bin 
Haji Daud. 


The transfer ceremony was held at the Berakas Garrison 
Parade Ground today. 


BRUNEI 1 


Upon his arrival, the ABDB chief of staff was given a 
salute of honor. He then inspected a parade of more than 
600 troops representing every ABDB unit and under the 
command of Lieutenant Colonel Awang Mohd. Yusof. 


The new chief of staff was also given a salute of honor 
when he arrived. 


In his speech, Major General Dato Seri Pahlawan Haji 
Awang Mohammad discussed the discipline of military 
personnel, especially new recruits. He said they should 
not become involved in the use of drugs. 


He said that among them there arc now drug traffickers 
who are without restraint in their search for profit. 


His excellency called on all members of the ABDB to 
cooperate in preventing such activities. 


He said an order was recently issued banning the sale of 
alcoholic beverages in ABDB camps. 


His excellency said that this restriction is appropriate 
and is consistent with the “Royal Islamic Malay” con- 
cept that has long been promoted. 


He again warned ABDB personnel not to visit places 
where alcoholic beverages are served, such as nearby 
locations in the neighboring country. 


He and the new chief of staff then signed the transfer 
document. This was followed by the reading of a prayer 
for safety by the senior ABDB religious officer, Ustaz 
Awang Haji Talib bin Haji Apong. 


In his speech, the new ABDB chief of staff vowed to 
improve the ABDB even further and to seek improved 
capabilities in the administration of ABDB welfare and 
discipline. 


Major General Dato Seri Paduka Haji Awang Sulaiman, 
who is 49, joined the ABDB on 24 December 1960 as a 
cadet officer. He underwent training abroad. 


After completing his training two years later, he was 
promoted to second lieutenant on 8 December 1 962. 


He then served as a platoon commander in Company b 


Because of his patience and perseverance, he was 
steadily promoted until he reached the rank of major 
general on | August 1990. 


Last January, he was assigned as special duty officer in 
the Ministry of Defense. 
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SLORC Outlines Rules, Laws of Joint Ventures 


90SE0147A Rangoon THE WORKING PEOPLE'S 
DAILY in English 30 Aug 90 p 7 


[Text] The Union of Myanmar [Burma] Government 
formed a board to screen and register importers, 
exporters and commission agents and to issue import 
and export licenses. An important aspect of this new 
open door economic and trading programme was 10 
publicise what it was all about. The Trade Ministry 
therefore arranged timely issue of information pertinent 
to exports and imports for guidance and compliance of 
importers and exporters. The Trade Ministry had 
already permitted private traders and co-operative soci- 
eties to engage in import and export business and there- 
fore gave priority to issue of such information and 
guidance to facilitate their work. 


Co-operative societies or other importers, exporters and 
industrialists or partnerships may apply to be registered 
as importers and exporters. Applicants must genuinely 
be in a position to import or export, they must have an 
office established in the Union of Myanmar and must 
undertake to comply with orders that may be issued from 
time to time by the Ministry of Trade relating to import/ 
export business. If the applicant is a sole proprietor of an 
enterprise, he must be a citizen or a guest citizen or a 
naturalised citizen of the Union of Myanmar. 


Registered importers have the right to import foreign 
stores. For such importations: 


(A) They must possess legally earned foreign currency for 
payment for stores to be imported; 


(B) Where stores sent by foreign organisations/ 
individuals free of cost, they must be able to produce 
evidence showing that remittance of foreign currency for 
such stores would not be necessary and also showing that 
export of home produce in return would not be neces- 


sary; 


(C) Stores must not be shipped before receipt of import 
permits. 


Similarly, registered exporters have the right to do 
export business. Stores permitted to be exported are all 
those produced in Myanmar with the exception of teak, 
oil, natural gas, pearl, jade, gems and metals. Exporters 
are not permitted to trade with any company, corpora- 
tion, organisation or individual from South Africa on 
whom the United Nations has imposed economic sanc- 
tions and from North Korea and the Republic of Taiwan 
with whom Myanmar has severed diplomatic relations. 
The Ministry of Trade has imposed certain responsibil- 
ities On exporters just as it has accorded them rights. Any 
body found guilty of violating any one of the following 
rules will be liable to legal action as provided for in the 
Import & Export Control (Temporary) Act: 


(A) Importing or exporting without a registration as an 
importer or an exporter; 
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(B) Importing or exporting stores otherwise than those 
permitted to be imported or exported; 


(C) Transferring or selling an import or an export license 
tO anotlier person. 


Foreign companies may consign stores io State organi- 
sations or to State-private joint ventures or to State- 
foreign company joint ventures in Myanmar. Where 
those stores are sold in Myanmar partly in foreign 
currency and partly in Kyat currency, sale proceecs may 
be utilised as follows: 


(A) Foreign Currency 


(1) May be taken out of the country if so desired, after 
paying all taxes and commissions; 


(2) May be utilised for export of Myanmar products if so 
desired after paying all taxes; 


(3) May be utilised for bidding in auctions arranged by 
State organisations. 


(B) Myanmar Kyat Currency 


(1) May be utilised for export of Myanmar products as in 
A (2) above; 


(2) The whole amount of Kyat currency entitled to the 
foreign company may be utilised to fund exports: 


(3) E..yorts will be valued at open market price; 


(4) Export licenses will have to be applied for: applica- 
tions to be accompanied by relevant invoices; 


(5) Letters of credit will not be necessary as funds are 
already in the country; 


(6) No other benefits will be granted; 


(7) May be utilised to meet local expenditures. 


State/Foreigner Joint Ventures 


Ventures formed jointly between State agencies and 
foreigners/foreign firms have to follow the same proce- 
dure. However, prior approvals of the Ministry con- 
cerned and of the Council of Ministers are necessary 
depending on the nature of the venture. Such joint 
ventures are not regarded as foreign firms but only as 
special companies. They need not therefore apply for 
separate Ministry of Trade approval. They must co- 
ordinate their work with the Ministry of Trade and with 
the Attorney-General for issue of a Notification of For- 
mation. After a Notification of Formation has been 
issued they will have to apply for company registration. 
Where such ventures are organised under the Foreign 
Investments Act, a Permit of the Foreign Investments 
Commission will have to be submitted to the Ministry of 
Trade. 


. Foreigners and foreign business organisations desirous 


of doing business in Myanmar under its open door 
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economic policy are also making necessary arrangements 
under the following procedures. 


A. The State will permit the use of its mills, factories and 
workshops but will not make any financial contributions. 


B. Exploration and exploitation of natural resources 
off-shore and inland on production sharing basis. 


C. The State will permit use of its land or enterprise for 
a specified number of years: ihe land or enterprise is to 
be transferred, or sold, to the State at book-value on 
expire of the specified period. 


D. Use of trade name and brand on royalty basis. 
E. Other procedures acceptable to both parties. 


Joint ventures are now being founded along such lines. 
There are now nine State/Private Joint Venture Corpo- 
rations, as detailed in the Table [as published]. 


Of these nine JV Corporations, the functions of JVC | 
are, briefly, as follows: 


—The authorised capital of JVC is K 50 millions 


—Fifty percent of this authorised capital of K 25 mil- 
lions is government equity in the name of 


—Myanma Agricultural Produce Trading 
—General Merchandise Trading 
—Myanma Department Stores 


The remaining K 25 millions are subscribed by the 
public. 


—The major line of business is purchasing Myanma 
products within the country, e.g. pulses and beans, 
rubber, sea cucumber, etc.; exporting them and 
importing with the proceeds palm-oil and chemicals 
for rubber industry. 


The JVCs are to ensure equitable distribution of profits 
and compliance with all existing laws and regulation 
through consultations with other departments con- 
cerned, the Inland Revenue Department and the Union 
of Myanma Bank and the Attorney-General’s Office. 


For the benefit of businessmen, the Ministry of Trade 
has been organising workshops where the form of organ- 
isation of a JVC, types of JVCs and procedures of JVCs 
are coached. “A Guide to Formation of JVCs”’ has been 
compiled by the Ministry of Trade and published by the 
Paper, Printing and Photographic Stores Enterprise. 
“Collection of Newspaper Articles, Vol III’ published by 
the News & Periodicals Enterprise, contains an article 
entitled “For Formation of a home or foreign joint 
venture.” 
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Muslim Organization Urges Friendship Among 
Different Religions 


90SE0147B Rangoon THE WORKING PEOPLE'S 
DAILY in English 1 Sep 90 p 2 


[Text] Yangon, | Sept—The Myanmar [Burma] Muslim 
National Affairs Organization held a ceremony for 
strengthening friendship among different religions at the 
Inya Lake Hotel this afternoon. 


Present on the occasion were State Law and Order 
Restoration Council Member Yangon [Rangoon] Divi- 
sion LORC Chairman Yangon Command Headquarters 
Commander Maj-Gen Myo Nyunt, Multi-party Democ- 
racy General Election Commission members U San 
Maung, U saw Kya Doe, U Kyaw Nyunt and Saya Chai 
and Secretary U Aye Maung, No 22 Light Infantry 
Division Commander Brig-Gen Tin Hla, No 55 LID 
Commander Col Lun Maung, SLORC Information 
Committee leader U Kyaw Sunn, Military Region Com- 
manders, Religious Affairs Department Director- 
General U Arnt Maung and other responsible personnel, 
the chairmen of the Township Zone and Township 
LORCs, Buddhist, Christian, Hindu and Muslim repre- 
sentatives and EC members of the Myanmar Muslim 
National Affairs Organization, among others. 


First, Myanmar Muslim National Affairs Organization 
President U Hla Myint addressed the gathering. 


Next, U Arnt Maung spoke on friendship among reli- 
gions. Buddhism representative U Kyaw Sein, Christian 
representative U Dodo Wa, Hindu representative U Ba 
Thi and Muslim representative Saya Chai then delivered 
goodwill speeches. 


State Law and Order Restoration Council Member 
Yangon Division LORC Chairman Maj-Gen Myo Nyunt 
also delivered a goodwill address, in which he said, 
“Persons who profess different faiths should respect and 
understand one another. We notice that there are many 
countries in the world which are encountering various 
troubles due to lack of unity among those who profess 
different faiths though they are of the same race. It is 
necessary for persons of different religions to have 
understanding one another. I understand that myitta 
(loving-kindness) is the base of all religions.” 


Saya Chai, patrons, president and responsible personnel 
of Myanmar Muslim National Affairs Organization pre- 
sented the organization commemorative pennants and 
gifts to Maj-Gen Myo Nyunt, U Arnt Maung and repre- 
sentatives from the different religions who delivered 
goodwill speeches. U Hla Myint spoke words of thanks. 
The guests were then entertained to tea. 


After the ceremony, Maj-Gen Myo Nyunt greeted repre- 
sentatives. —MNA 
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Resistance Radio Spokesman Comments on 
Station Operations 


90SE0140A Bangkok BANGKOK POST in English 
23 Aug 90 p 6 


[Excerpts] Poetry, colourful propaganda and nostalgia 
for the deposed monarchy typify a clandestine radio 
station run by guerrillas fighting the communist govern- 
ment of Laos. 


The Radio Station of the Government of the Liberation 
of the Lao Nation is run by the former director of 
elementary education in Laos, who spent 11 years in a 
political ‘‘re-education” camp after the communist take- 
over in 1975, resistance official Somwang Phanthavong 
said yesterday. 


Broadcasts began on July 18 from a weak, movable 
transmitter in the mountains of northern Laos, Som- 
wang said in an interview with AP in Bangkok. He said 
the radio’s 11-member staff is guarded by 12 security 
men. 


Somwang said Laotian exiles contributed the US. 
$6,000 cost of the 100-watt transmitter that broadcasts 
four hours daily in the Lao and ethnic Hmong languages. 


The radio calls its mission the “struggle for democracy.” 
Somwang calls it “psychological warfare.”’ 
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The radio makes sweeping claims of guerrilla military 
successes, which most independent analysts call highly 
exaggerated because they say resistance activity is min- 
imal. 


Somwang himself said some broadcasts were exagger- 
ated but that announcers were more accurate than 
before. 


In broadcasts monitored in Bangkok, the government is 
usually “odious” sometimes “traitorous” and “treacher- 
ous.”’ The guerrillas are “heroic combatants ... imbued 
with the deep patriotic ideal of cherishing Lao territory.” 


The station recently aired a poem. “Yellow Rain is 
Killing the Lao People.” [passage omitted] 


The station hearkens back to the days of the Lao mon- 
archy, overthrown with the communist takeover. It uses 
the former national anthem and royal music rarely heard 
elsewhere today. 


The resistance last December 5 formed a provisional 
government that includes members of the former royal 
family. [passage omitted] 


Somwang said the government has confiscated short- 
wave radios to prevent citizens from listening to the 
broadcasts. This could not be confirmed. 








JPRS-SEA-90-028 
16 October 1990 


UK Vows Continued Support for Military 
Modernization 


91SE0003B Kuala Lumpur UTUSAN MALAYSIA 
in Malay 6 Sep 90 p 7 


[By Sirajuddin Rafia] 


[Text] London, 5 Sep—Prime Minister Margaret 
Thatcher has reiterated the British Government’s guar- 
antee of all help and cooperation for Malaysia’s efforts to 
modernize and improve its defense forces. 


Mrs. Thatcher is pleased that the memorandum of 
understanding (MOU) on weapons purchases that she 
and Prime Minister Datuk Sri Dr. Mahathir Mohamad 
signed two years ago is now at the final stage of discus- 
sion and is expected to be completed soon. 


The British prime minister said this in a talk with 
Minister of Defense Tengku Ahmad Rithauddeen, who 
called on her yesterday. 


Tengku Rithauddeen told reporters today that Mrs. 
Thatcher was very satisfied and pleased with the close 
relations that now exist between the two countries and 
promised to continue offering all help and cooperation 
needed by Malaysia, particularly in Malaysia’s efforts to 
modernize and improve its defense forces. 


Election 


He said that Mrs. Thatcher also sent her regards to 
Datuk Sri Dr. Mahathir and expressed her pleasure that 
the prime minister is working hard to prepare for the 
next elections. 


‘Mrs. Thatcher told me that she is following the prime 
minister’s activities with great interest and that she 
considers him very energetic and admires him for con- 
fusing the opposition parties, even as to a date for the 
election,” Tengku Rithauddeen said. 


“I told her that is not true only of opposition parties; his 
own cabinet ministers are confused, too,” he added. 


Mrs. Thatcher was pleased, for she said this is the best 
strategy and is used by many leaders in facing national 
elections, he stated. 


He said their discussion covered a number of areas of 
cooperation, including the MOU on weapons purchases. 


She is pleased that a radar purchase agreement, which is 
the first accord under the MOU, has been signed and 
that two other agreements are expected to be signed 
soon. 


The two further agreements under the MOU involve the 
purchases of jet fighters and their weapons. Total pur- 
chases under the MOU are expected to reach more than 
5 billion ringgit. 


MALAYSIA 5 


Tengku Rithauddeen said he also talked with British 
Defense Secretary Tom King about variov's areas of 
bilateral and regional cooperation. 


Tengku Rithauddeen said that with regard to multina- 
tional cooperation he had emphasized the importance of 
Britain’s role in the five-nation defense arrangement, 
especially in the further improvement of defense training 
among member countries. 


Tengku Rithauddeen is here at the invitation of the 
British Government to witness the Farnborough Air 
Show, which is now in progress. 


Defense Ministry Likely To Buy Hawk Fighters 
From UK 


91SE0003A Kuala Lumpur BERITA HARIAN 
in Malay 6 Sep 90 p 1 


[By Sirajuddin Rafia] 


[Text] London, 5 Sep—Malaysia is now almost certain to 
buy at least 30 Hawk fighters at a cost of more than 300 
million ringgit. Malaysia recently canceled its plan to 
buy Tornado fighters. 


The Hawk 100 and 200 jet fighter purchase at more than 
10 million ringgit each does not include their weapons, 
which are expected to cost additional hundreds of mil- 
lions of ringgit. 


Still, the Hawks will be cheaper than the originally 
planiied Tornado jet fighters, which would have cost 
more than 1.8 billion ringgit, a sum considered beyond 
Malaysia’s capability. 


Minister of Defense Tengku Ahmad Rithauddeen and 
several high-ranking officials of his ministry today vis- 
ited the British Aerospace (BAe) plant where the aircraft 
are built to get a closer look at the construction of Hawk 
jet fighters. 


Ministry of Defense Chief Secretary Datuk Nasarudin 
Bahari and Air Force Commander Lieutenant General 
Datuk Mohd. Yunus Tasi were among the senior offi- 
cials accompanying the minister on the day-long visit. 


They were given a complete briefing on every aspect of 
the Hawk’s features. They also witnessed a special dem- 
onstration of its attack and air combat capabilities. 


Tengku Rithauddeen said in interview that the Hawk’s 
features are very suitable for Malaysia’s needs and 
capabilities. 


He declined to say whether Malaysia’s purchase of the 
Hawks is certain, but he said that the purchase is at the 
last stage of discussion and that a final decision will be 
made next month. 


He also declined to specify the price of each plane or how 
many Malaysia will buy, but an UT USAN MALAYSIA 
source said Malaysia needs at least 30 of the aircraft to 
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equip a squadron. The source said the price per plane 
without weapons is more than 10 million ringgit. 


Tengku Rithauddeen said he could not give a price 
because it is still being discussed. The same is true of 
weapons, he said. 


He stated, however, thai the purchases are under a 
memorandum of understanding signed two years ago by 
Prime Minister Datuk Sri Dr. Mahathir Mohamad and 
British Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher regarding 
acquisition of weapons worth more than 5 billion ringgit. 


Tengku Rithauddeen said that he is satisfied with the 
defense equipment Malaysia now possesses but that this 
purchase is needed to modernize and upgrade further its 
defense forces in ordci io safeguard national security and 
sovereignty. 


He stated that the Ministry of Defense is now con iucting 
a comprehensive study of the country’s current military 
forces, from the aspect of personnel strength as well as 
equipment, in order to determine wiiat our requirements 
will be by the year 2000. 


He announced that the special study committee is 
expected to submit a complete report by the end of the 
year and that the report will be used for guidance in 
determining future strategy from both military strength 
and conceptual points of view. 


The report will include recommendations on whether 
personnel strength should be increased or reduced, or, in 
other words, whether to curtail new recruitment or to 
proceed with previous plans to enlarge the armed forces. 


He said that in view of the improving world political 
scenario many people feel military expansion may be a 
waste. Others, however, think that military strength 
should be maintained in order to deal with any possible 
threat to national security. 


He also believes in the use of military personnel for 
national economic development. Therefore, he said, 
military manpower will not be a waste, since it can be 
used to help with national development efforts. 


Meuritius Exploring Possible Fuel Supply Ties 


90AF0757Z Port Louis LE MAURICIEN in French 
15 Sep s0 p 7 


[Article by Berky Ombrasine: “Securing Fuel Supplies 
Top Priority for CEB”’} 


[Text] At the Central Electricity Board [CEB], the top 
priority of the moment is not increasing the rates but 
rather securing uninterrupted supplies of fuel oil for 
electricity production. But the cost is certain to go up. 
There is just no way around it.... 


According to Mr. Rajen Lowtoo, PRO of the CEB, it 1s 
vital to sustain production levels, and to do so fuel is 
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necessary. If supplies ever run out, the whole country 
will suffer. Thus the CEB’s attention now is focused on 
this thorny problem. 


For the time being, the issue of an eventual rate increase 
has been deferred. However, he added, it goes without 
saying that higher import costs make an increase in the 
electricity rate inevitable. Especially since there has been 
no increase since 1984. 


With the rise in petroleum product prices, which is 
already starting to affect Mauritian pocketbooks, we feel 
obliged to ask whether the government—before 
importing such products at inflated prices—has tried to 
negotiate with authorities in Kuala Lumpur about the 
possibility of importing fuels at a preferential price...as 
was the case with Iraq. 


It goes without saying that Mauritius and Malaysia enjoy 
very good relations, both political and commercial. 
Moreover, the Malaysian prime minister recently made 
an official visit here. And our education minister, Mr. 
Armoogum Parsuraman, has made numerous visits to 
Malaysia. 


Mauritius’s solid commercial ties to that country grow 
stronger with every passing day. One indication of this 
has been the establishment of a Malaysian bank (South 
East Asian Bank) in Port Louis. 


Given the closeness of these ties, could Mauritius per- 
haps get the Kuala Lumpur authorities to supply us with 
petroleum products, at least for the duration of the 
current situation? 


Ghafar Promises End to Illiteracy by Year 2000 


91SE0004A Kuala Lumpur BERITA HARIAN 
in Malay 18 Sep 90 p 2 


[Text] Kuala Lumpur, 17 Sep—Malaysia expects to 
eliminate illiteracy by the year 2000, while at the same 
time reducing poverty, according to Deputy Prime Min- 
ister Ghafar Baba. 


He said that by giving priority to universal education 
and the creation of a life-long educational program, 
illiteracy can be fully eliminated. 


“Since launching the war against illiteracy in 1961, the 
nation has been successful in creating a society in which 
75 percent of the people can read and write. This has 
given Malaysia one of the highest literacy rates in Asia,” 
he said today as he inaugurated the Asia Region Com- 
munity Education Conference, which is being held at the 
International Youth Center at Cheras. 


The text of his speech was read by Minister of Informa- 
tion Datuk Mohamed Rahmat. 


Ghafar said many people do not realize that Malaysians 
actually are 100 percent “literate,” in the sense that they 
watch television and listen to radio to get information. 
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“The people of this country, including the illiterate, can 
waich news and documentaries on television and radio,” 
he said. 


Ghafar, who is also minister of national and rural 
development, said he realizes the importance of devel- 
oping human resources as an effective strategy for pro- 
ducing balanced growth. Consequently, his ministry has 
given emphasis to this in the Sixth Malaysia Plan, under 
which KEMAS [Community Development Division] is 
the principal agency for literacy. 


He said that the necessity for eliminating illiteracy is 
universal but that the method for accomplishing this 
depends on the needs of the local population. 


“At times we contemplate the fact that despite the great 
efforts made to eliminate illiteracy the problem still 
exists. Experts say the reason for this is imbalance 
between development and the economy in a country,” he 
said. 


He said the actual reasons that illiteracy and poverty still 
exist include the following: 


e Education is an expensive process for which many 
countries are not able to made adequate provision; 

¢ The lack of a national policy based on awareness that 
a 100 percent literate population is a country’s most 
valuable asset; and 

¢ Social, religious, and traditional infrastructures some- 
times obstruct the educational process. 


He said that in its efforts to eliminate illiteracy, a 
developing country needs to emphasize adult education 
as part of a life-long educational prograin. 


This first conference is being attended by 216 partici- 
pants from 19 countries, which include Bangladesh, 
Bhutan, China, Hong Kong, India, Indonesia, Japan, 
Korea, Nepal, Pakistan, the Philippines, Vietnam, Sri 
Lanka, Singapore, Thailand, Britain, the Soviet Union, 
and Malaysia. 


The 4-day conference is sponsored jointly by the Min- 
istry for National and Rural Development, the Interna- 
tional Community Education Association (ICEA), the 
UNESCO National Association, and the Malaysian 
Association for Continuing Education. 


Minister Predicts Skilled Manpower Shortage 


91SE0002A Kuala Lumpur BERITA HARIAN 
in Malay 24 Aug 90 p 21 


[Text] Kuala Lumpur, 23 Aug—The electrical and elec- 
tronics sectors will face shortages of skilled manpower, 
especially engineers and technicians, over the next five 
years, Minister of Education Anwar Ibrahim said today. 


“According to studies made by the Cabinet Committee 
on Training, the greatest demand will be for engineers 
and technicians in the electrical and electronics sectors,” 
he told a press conference here this afternoon. 


MALAYSIA 7 


Anwar, who is also chairman of the committee, said that 
there is now a shortage in terms of quantity and quality 
and that the situation will become even more serious if 
concrete steps are not taken to overcome the shortage. 


Meanwhile, the cabinet in its meeting yesterday directed 
the committee to take immediate steps to overcome the 
skilled manpower shortage, both now and in the future. 


“The committee is asked to proceed with its assignment 
to study skilled manpower needs and to supervise and 
expedite the implementation of recommendations it 
makes to resolve the skilied manpower shortage,” he 
said. 


The committee, which was formed on 20 March, is made 
up of Minister of Public Works Datuk Leo Moggie: 
Minister of Science, Technology, and Environment 
Datuk Amar Stephen Yong; Minister of Youth and 
Sports Datuk Sri Najib Tun Razak; Minister of Prime 
Minister's Department Datuk Dr. Yusof Noor; and 
Minister of Human Resources Datuk Lim Ah Lek. 


The committee reported to the cabinet last night on its 
principal findings and on recommendations made by the 
six work committees. The work committees encompass 
six sectors, namely manufacturing, wood-based indus- 
tries, electricity and electronics, textiles, information, 
and construction. 


The reports included estimates on skill shortages, and 
the committee offered proposals on future policy. 


Anwar said steps to be taken include expansion of 
training and possible use of foreign experts to improve 
the skills of Malaysian workers in these fields. 


He said the main factors affecting demand for these skills 
are rapid industrial growth, technological changes, shifts 
in existing skills at home and overseas, and international 
demand for skills. 


Former PAS Officer Forms New Party 


91SE0002C Kuala Lumpur UTUSAN MALAYSIA 
in Malay 18 Sep 90 p 18 


[Text] Kuala Lumpur, 17 Sep—Former PAS [Pan- 
Malaysian Islamic Party] Vice President Haji Abu Bakar 
Hamzah today announced the creation of the Malaysian 
Justice Revolutionary Party (ARKAM). The party will 
compete in the next election. 


Haji Abu Bakar, chairman of the party’s founding com- 
mittee, said the party’s registration application w."' be 
submitted to the Registrar of Societies in the next two or 
three days. 


He said interested politicians are now making plans to 
run under the party’s symbol in the next election. 


“If ARKAM’s registration is not approved before the 
election, we will run in the name of ‘United Indepen- 
dents,” he said in an interview here. 
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Haj: Abu Bakar once caused controversy when he 
acknowledged being behind the formation of the Muslim 
Assembly Party (AJM) in 1986 in an attempt to combine 
all Islamic parties. 


He is still a PAS member and once served as PAS 
secretary-general and president of the PAS division at 
Arau. 


“A press conference will be held at a major hotel here 
next Friday [21 September] to make further announce- 
ments about the new party,” he said. 


Haji Abu Bakar explained that ARKAM’s objective is to 
establish a just and impartial government through coop- 
eration with all groups. 


Evil 
He said, “AP.AM will uphold national independence 
and enhance it with prohibition of evil and ungodliness. 


“ARKAM will maintain the sovereignty of the monarchs 
and the role of Islam as the state religion, while recog- 
nizing and respecting freedom of religion within the 
limits of national laws. 


“ARKAM will cooperate with all groups for the sake of 
Malays, religion, and the country, as long as those groups 
do not violate national laws or the law of God.” 


Haji Abu Bakar also announced that in order to take part 
in ARKAM he will resign his position as lecturer on 
Islamic culture at the Malaysian National University at 
Bangi in November. 


‘Open Wage’ System Under Study 


91SE0004B Kuala Lumpur BERITA HARIAN 
in Malay 20 Sep 90 p 2 


[Text] Kuala Lumpur, 19 Sep (BERNAMA)—One thing 
that emerged clearly from the Eighth Conference of 
ASEAN Labor Ministers, which just ended here, is 
Malaysia's growing admiration of the open wage system. 


Hence, the group most certain to benefit from the 2-day 
conference is the Malaysian Executive Federation 
(MEF), which has long campaigned for the introduction 
of an open wage system in this country. 


Under this system, wages are determined by the produc- 
tivity of workers and the performance of executives. 


At the end of the conference yesterday, Minister of 
Human Resources Datuk Lim Ah Lek announced that he 
will head a delegation of National Labor Advisory 
Council (NLAC) members to Singapore for a first-hand 
study of the open wage system. 


Although he characterized the trip as a study visit, his 
action is seen as an effort to convince labor union leaders 
who have opposed implementation of an open wage 
system. 
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At the NLAC meeting last March, the ministry sub- 
mitted a proposal for a wage reform said to be a type of 
open wage system. 


Singapore, the only ASEAN member practicing such a 
system, is said to have submitted a detailed report to the 
conference emphasizing that since its introduction three 
years ago the system has been found app2opriate for 


Singapore. 


Singapore has proposed that ASEAN members share 
their experience with the open wage system, which 
eliminates fixed wages but establishes a basic minimum 
wage. 


The conference said in its joint statement that it did not 
accept the system, but ASEAN labor ministers empha- 
sized the necessity for wage reform for the sake of rapid 
growth. 


At their conference in Yogyakarta, Indonesia, two years 
ago, the ministers acknowledged the need for wage 
reform in order to ensure competitiveness for the 
ASEAN economy. As a result, they decided that Singa- 
pore should prepare the principal working paper on wage 
and administrative reform for discussion at the Kuala 
Lumpur conference. 


Indonesian Minister of Manpower Cosmas Batubara 
called the open wage system a good idea but said that its 
implementation is another matter and requires a special 
level of economic growth. 


Brunei, which because of its oil wealth would not be hurt 
directly by any wage system, supports open wages. This 
is additional strong evidence of the spirit of solidarity 
that exists in ASEAN where matters of cooperation are 
involved. 


Cooperation 


Deputy Minister of Human Resources Datuk K. Path- 
manaban today confirmed that Malaysia admires the 
open wage system that Singapore has implemented in its 
civil service. 


Malaysia’s desire to introduce an open wage system, 
which is considered essential to an emphasis on produc- 
tivity, is opposed by the Malaysian Trade Union Con- 
gress (MTUC), which says the new system would ulti- 
mately lead to lower wages for workers. 


It is believed, however, that the MTUC’s position on the 
wage system was weakened by a recent wage reform 
symposium in which the presidents and secretaries of all 
unions in the congress participated. 


MTUC officers chose to “keep their mouths closed” 
about what happened in the symposium. It is believed 
they are doing this because an official memorandum on 
the matter is to be submitted to the NLAC. 


Sources say, however, that the MTUC agreed in the 
symposium that the new wage system must be studied 
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more deeply and comprehensively and that a basic 
minimum wage needs to be set before such a system is 
implemented. 


An open wage system that takes the performance of a 
company into consideration is important, for such a 
system could prevent layoffs, a labor official said. 


An open wage system actually is in use in Malaysia in the 
estate sector, where a basic wage has been established 
and wage supplements are paid for higher productivity. 


At the international level, the Conference of ASEAN 
Labor Ministers recommended that the International 
Labor Organization [ILO] get involved in the repatria- 
tion of workers stranded in Iraq and Kuwait by the Gulf 
crisis. The ministers considered this a very important 
matter. 


Datuk Pathmanaban told BERNAMA that an initiative 
taxen by the ILO in this matter will not be misconstrued 
as influence by political elements but will be seen as 
“taking seriously the interests of workers.” 


Another result of the conference was a joint ASEAN 
position against efforts by some foreign labor groups to 
introduce conditions into labor agreements to require 
ILO members to comply with all ILO conventions on 
human rights. This would be a departure from the 
normal practice of taking positions individually. 


Datuk Lim called the conference a success from the 
aspect of strengthening cooperation among ASEAN 
member countries. 


When Datuk Pathmanaban was asked about the biggest 
accomplishment of the conference, he said, “‘The spirit 
of ASEAN solidarity and cooperation still e~‘sts.” 


Negeri Sembilan To Build New Islamic Secondary 
Schools 


91SE0004C Kuala Lumpur BERITA HARIAN 
in Malay 17 Sep 90 p 13 


[Text] Seremban, 16 Sep—Negeri Sembilan State plans 
to allocate 9.78 million ringgit under the Sixth Malaysia 
Plan for the construction of two religious secondary 
schools with full boarding facilities and for an additional 
project encompassing the building of 12 religious lower 
secondary schools. 


The government is to allocate 4.3 million ringgit to build 
two religious secondary schools with full boarding facil- 
ities at Jelebu and Kuala Pilah nex’ year, according to 
Chief Minister Datuk Haji Mohd. Isa Abdul Samad. 


He said the government has identified a 10-hectare area 
in Jelebu for the school. The government has also 
identified an area for the construction of a religious 
school at Kuala Pilah. 
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The construction of religious schools in these two dis- 
tricts means that every district in the state will have a 
religious school with dormitory, he told BERITA 
HARIAN today. 


The chief minister, who is also chairman of the Negeri 
Sembilan Executive Committee for Community Reli- 
gious Affairs, said that the state government has also 
allocated 5.48 million ringgit under the Sixth Malaysia 
Plan for expanded construction of religious lower sec- 
ondary schools in the state. 


This construction will include projects for building addi- 
tional dormitories for religious secondary schools at 
Gemencheh, Serting, Johol, Ulu Gadong, Rembau, 
Teriang Hilir, Jempol, Gemas, Nilai, Rantau, Ampan- 
gan, and Telok Kemang. 


Datuk Haji Mohd. Isa said it is the government’s desire 
to continue the building of religious schools in the state 
so that they will be on a par with secular schools. 


He said public awareness of the need for Islamic educa- 
tion plus the big changes taking place in the physical 
plants of religious schools will make the existing school 
buildings unable to cope with the growing demand for 
education. 


Lack of space is causing some religious secondary 
schools to limit the number of students who continue 
their education. 


“This situation will be overcome when efforts to build 
religious schools in the state are expanded,” he said. 


He said that the purpose of building a reiigious school 
with dormitory in each district is to centralize all reli- 
gious education in a district under the government's 
efforts to improve the educational system and its facili- 
ties. 


He said these efforts are essential to enabling all religious 
school students in the state to continue their education, 
not only to local universities but overseas as well. 


The state government plans to send its religious school 
graduates overseas to the Middle East and the Maghreb 
to continue their studies, he said. 


Rice Subsidy Aids Poor 


91SE0002B Kuala Lumpur UTUSAN MALAYSIA 
in Malay 24 Aug 90 p 17 


[Article by Mat Piah Teh Deris] 


[Text] The 5-ringgit increase in the rice subsidy 
announced last week by Prime Minister Datuk Sn Dr. 
Mahathir Mohamad will force the government to add 
another 120 million ringgit to its subsidy to the actual 
price of rice. This additional subsidy will be for the sake 
of all the people, particularly the poor, and not merely 
for rice growers. 
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The government, through the National Paddy and Rice 
Board [LPN], has been paying annual subsidies of 270 
million ringgit to about 300,000 rice » rowers throughout 
the country. Since 1980, the subsidy has been at a rate of 
10 ringgit per picul [60.5 kilograms]. 


Unlike the rising prices of other goods over the last 10 
years, the prices of paddy and rice, as controlled com- 
modities, have been stabilized through government sub- 
sidies. 


The government does not give much encouragement to a 
subsidy policy, lest the Malaysian people become a 
“subsidized society,” which would make them weak, 
static, and ultimately crippled. The added rice subsidy is 
appropriate, however, in view of two important factors. 


¢ First: The people of this multiracial country, whose 
population has risen to |7.6 million, eat rice as their 
principal daily food. 

¢ Second: The roughly 300,000 rice growers constitute 
the poorest group in the country, except for fishermen 
and smallholder estate workers. 


Speaking last Sunday [19 August] at Tapak Pesta, Bayan 
Lepas, in Pulau Pinang during his second tour of the 
country, the prime minister explained that the govern- 
ment’s decision to increase the paddy subsidy by another 
5 ringgit to keep the poor from suffering was based on 
the fact that the price of hulled rice and cooked rice rises 
when the price of paddy goes up. 


Datuk Sri Dr. Mahathir said that rice growers would 
receive much money if the price of paddy were to go up, 
but such an increase would cause the poor to suffer, 
seeing that rice is the main daily food of the country’s 
people, including the poor. 


In other words, many people feel that the government's 
action to increase the paddy subsidy from 10 ringgit to 
15 ringgit per picul is for the sake of preventing our 
people, particularly the poor, from suffering calamity. 


It is up to Malaysia’s multiracial society, however, to 
decide whether or not it wants to follow the example of 
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Japan, which is cating less rice and more vegetables and 
protein. One reason for the change is that the price of 
rice in Japan is about 120 ringgit per kilogram, whereas 
the Japanese per capita income is 10,000 Malaysian 
ringgit per month. 


Minister of Agriculture Datuk Sri Sanusi Junid, who is 
now also responsible for the LPN, which controls pay- 
ment of rice subsidies, once recommended to the people 
that they conduct a “save rice”’ campaign by saving one 
handful of rice each time they cook. In this way, they 
would reduce rice consumption and eat less rice. 


Datuk Sri Sanusi, who is known for his ideas, has also 
encouraged the people to eat more vegetables, meat, 
eggs, and—as suggested in his most recent campaign— 
fish. 


As the country’s “rice barn,” Kedah State produces more 
than 60 percent of the country’s paddy through the 
cultivation of 94,000 hectares of rice fields and five rice 
crops each two years. The state, which has 63,000 
farmers under the Muda Agricultural Development 
Authority [MADA], naturally will receive more benefit 
from the higher subsidy. 


This is fitting, considering the sacrifices made by the 
state’s farmers as they untiringly perpetuate their rice- 
growing tradition and their contribution to the nation’s 
rice production and survival. Malaysia is able to produce 
only 60 percent of its rice needs and must import the rest 
from other countries, including several of its neighbors. 


In another encouraging development, the LPN has also 
held talks with the PRC about leasing land in South 
China for rice-growing projects, which would certainly 
have long-term benefits for Malaysia. 


It is not known whether there has been progress or 
further development on this project, which the minister 
of agriculture announced after his recent visit to China. 


It is possible that another important announcement 
about rice growing and rice farmers will be made after 
the next election, if not just before it. 
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Senator Calls for Reshuffling of Cabinet 


90SE0141B Manila DYARYO PILIPINO in Tagalog 
9 Sep 90 p 7 


[Text] Senator Aquilino Pimentel appeals to President 
Aquino for an extensive reshuffling of her cabinet in 
order to eradicate incompetent officials and to renew the 
managem -nt policies relating to international affairs. 


According to Pimentel, the only continuing hope for a 
progressive life depends on the seriousness and sincerity 
of the people in understanding and clearly seeing whai is 
going on in these troubled times. “In this time of crisis, 
the country needs a new plan and a united front to 
defend the democratic ideals even if this means self- 
sacrifice, because of the many obstacles to the mainte- 
nance of peace,” he added. 


Senator Pimentel also criticized the government for not 
fulfilling its promise to maintain law and order, which 
are believed to be deteriorating. This is seen in the 
slowness of the government in solving problems and in 
responding to the basic needs of the people. 


He further said that the current topics of conversation, 
(which are) the threat of a coup d’etat, the increase in the 
price of oil and of basic necessities, the increase in 
crimes, and the increase in the extensive graft and 
corruption in the government, will all result in the 
downfall of the nation. 


Senator Pimentel stresses all this her so that Presideiit 
Aquino will stop the attempt of the rebellious soldiers to 
overthrow her administration and the attempt of the 
rebellious communists to cause the downfall of her 
government; it is therefore imperative to change her IMF 
policies, and also to replace her administration with one 
that is for the people. 


NDF Agrees to Cease-Fire; AFP Rejects 


90SE0141A Manila DYARYO PILIPINO in Tagalog 
] Sep 90 pp I, 7 


[Text] Senator Wigberto Tanada announced yesterday 
that the National Democratic Front (NDF) agrees to talk 
about a cease-fire in order to stop the worsening national 
crisis. 


According to Senator Tanada, the Chairman of the 
Senate Judiciary Committee, he met two NDF represen- 
tatives some time ago. They told him they wanted to talk 
to the government about a new cease-fire agreement. 


Similarly, a statement from Malacanang—to start the 
first high-level and collective talks about a cease-fire to 
possibly solve the nation’s problems was joyously wel- 
comcd in the Senate. 


Senator Tanada added that he wants to talk to Mala- 
canang now in order to ascertain whether there might be 
the possibility of having a cease-fire not just with the 
NDF, but also with the Reform the Armed Forces 
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Movement—Soldiers for the Filipino People (RAM- 
SFP) and with other rebellious groups. 


He clearly stated that armed movements are not the only 
way for rebellious groups to present their protests: all this 
can be done through diplomacy. 


A Report by E. Reyes, F. Taboy and A. Galang 


First of all, General Renato de Villa, chief of the Armed 
Forces (AFP), stated that the government must first 
study the true objectives of the rebellious communists 
before it begins talks on the proposed cease-fire. 


Furthermore, he refused to decrease the level of the 
military assigned to stop the continuous bombings in the 
Manila area. 


“I do not believe that the problems can be solved 
through military policies,” de Villa said at a meeting of 
the PTV-4. 


Although he called for extensive unification of all strata 
of society in order to solve the nation’s problems, de 
Villa also stated that the military cannot, by itself, agree 
to a cease-fire with the dissident groups. 


“Based on military laws, it is not hard to talk about 
cease-fires,” he said. 


He added, however, that the rebels should put down 
their arms first before nationwide cease-fire negotiations 
begin. 


Meanwhile, President Aquino has approved the estab- 
lishment of a special committee to discuss the Tanada 
resolution regarding the cease-fire, and the nationwide 
negotiations needed for agreements. 


President Aquino also invited Senators Orlando Mer- 
cado and Juan Ponce Enrile to participate in the delib- 
erations of the Malacanang committee that rejected the 
offer in the past and to discuss with the National 
Security Council such national problems as the Manila 
bombings, the coup d’etat rumors, the effects of the 
Middle East crises, and the widespread lack of oil 
supplies. 


Also yesterday, Senator Enrile implored Mrs. Aquino to 
talk first about national peace. But he stated that if Mrs. 
Aquino woulda’? sit down to talk about it, he would also 
reject the offer from Malacanang. 


‘President Aquino should initiate a peace conference to 
answer for whatever responsibilities she may have, and 
she should not ignore the considerations of the cabinet,” 
he said. 


On the other hand, according to Mercado, a high-ranking 
official, there is no need for a talk on objectives in order 
to achieve a peace agreement and to unite all the political 
groups in solving the problems slowly wrecking Filipino 
households. 
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“The government should act in situations like this before 
they reach such epic proportions, like the increase in oil 
prices, which have only worsened the hardships and 
fears of the majority of the people, like the past earth- 
quake problems and the deteriorating economic situa- 
tion kindled by the Middle East crises,” Mercado added. 


Tanada further added that he still hasn’t received any 
reply since the RAM rebellion. But he believes and hopes 
that connections will be made. 


In relation to this, Secretary of Justice Franklin Drilon 
stated the Department of National Defense (DND) and 
the AFP have concurrently consented to the decision of 
the cabinet to study the cease-fire proposal of the right 
and left wing rebels. 


He also mentioned that Secretary Fidel Ramos of the 
DND did not oppose the Cabinet Cluster E discussion of 
Senator Tanada’s resolution in the Senate which called 
for negotiations on a nation-wide cease-fire. 


According to Drilon, Ramos agreed to face the possi- 
bility of a nation-wide cease-fire including the rebellious 
soldiers, communist guerrillas, and Muslim separatists. 


When asked who convinced the military establishment 
to change its first decision, which was to reject the 
cease-fire offer of the rebels, Drilon said, ‘President 
Aquino initiated the Peace Movement.” 


This Saturday, the cabinet, together with the church 
leaders and social groups, will begin to discuss the 
cease-fire proposals of the communist rebels. 
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Also participating in the meeting at Malacanang will be 
the Senate leaders, the house representatives and the 
opposition. 


In Nueva Ecija, Secretary of the Local Government 
(DLG) Luis Santos stated that the people’s enemies are 
now betting on the disagreements on plans/objectives 
between the executive and legislative branches. 


At the swearing-in ceremony of the new governor of the 
said province, Narciso Nario, Santos pointed out that 
the disagreements between the executive and legislative 
branches, and also the finger-pointing at Ramos as the 
brain behind the planned coup d’etats, are the work of 
the enemies of the government. 


He also said that the rebellious soldiers are now des- 
perate; hence, they are using dirty propaganda in order 
to gain the sympathy of the people in their plan to seize 
power. 


Colonel Santiago Alino, deputy commander of regional 
command III, also mentioned the possibility of a new 
coup d’etat attempt, but doesn’t believe that it will be 
under the leadership of Ramos. 


According to Alino, the entire Filipino populace should 
fully trust the loyalty of Ramos because he has proved 
this to the general public many times. 


“There is a possibility of a coup d’etat coming from the 
servicemen-soldiers on duty, but it is highly doubtful 
that Ramos will have anything to do with it, much less 
any knowledge of the plan,” Alino said at the forum that 
was held in Cabanatuan Province. 
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Contact Planned With Cambodia Over 
Drug-Resistant Malaria 


90WE0342B Bangkok BAN MUANG in Thai 
26 Aug 90 p 18 


[Text] Dr. Prasong Buranaphong, a deputy minister of 
Public Health, was interviewed by reporter: after being 
chairman of the opening of the war on Malaria. He said 
that the border provinces of Thailand, especially Trat 
Province, had the highest level of malaria in the country. 
In the past there had been statistics indicating that of 100 
people 58 would suffer from malaria, or that of 1,000 
people 211 would suffer from malaria. The death rate 
from malaria had been 45 per 1,000 people. This caused 
great concern. At present the death rate has declined to 
only 20 per 1,000 people, but this was still not satisfac- 
tory. There should not be more than five per 100,000 
people who suffered from malaria. 


Dr. Prasong said that one reason malaria was still so 
prevalent in Trat Province was that about 10,000 people 
per month travelled back and forth between Trat Prov- 
ince and Cambodia. The ministry had set up inspection 
points to check the blood of those entering and leaving 
for malaria in order to prevent this problem. In addition 
it gave mosquito netting to these people which had been 
coated with pairiton [pyrethin] to prevent mosquitos 
from biting them. And it had officials spray DDT around 
houses. 


In any case these anopheles mosquitos were getting more 
skillful; they bit people outside their houses and created 
an even greater problem. As far as those who suggested 
that people take medicine, he felt that at present there 
was more resistance to medicine because the people had 
used the medicine incorrectly. 


He said that he would go to Cambodia to take part in 
finding methods to prevent malaria. These would be 
beneficial for both countries in controlling the mosquitos 
which carried malaria. 


The budget for malaria prevention this year was about 
490 million baht. This would be used to buy DDT to kill 
the mosquito larvae and pairiton to control the mos- 
quitos later. 


“I implore the people to sleep inside mosquito netting to 
prevent mosquito bites and malaria. This is the best 
method of prevention. I think those mosquitos are worse 
than tigers.” 


Dr. Thira Ramsut, the Director of the Department of 
Communicable Disease Control, said alse: that illness 
from malaria was the most serious problem for Borai 
District. Up to 3,600 malaria patients per month were 
coming for treatment to the Borai District Hospital, 
which was the highest incidence in the country. And five 
to six people per month were dying; they generally were 
very sick—so sick that the malaria affected the brain. 
They died very quickly. Because people from all sections 
of the country were working to mine gems in Cambodia 
or haul supplies through to these gem mining areas, they 
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had been contracting the very severe strain of malaria 
which was widespread there. If those sick with this strain 
were not cared for quickly, they would die within seven 
to 10 days as this severe strain had been found to have a 
tendency to resist drugs in 50 percent of the people 
coming for care and in 65 percent of the people coming 
for care from the countryside. When these people 
returned to their native areas, they would take this 
resistant strain with them and spread it in every section. 
This was causing a great deal of concern among the Thai 
people, and it would cause an even greater problem for 
malaria control throughout the country. Therefore it was 
necessary to rush to halt the spread of malaria on a 
continuing basis. 


Minister Kon on Economic Policy, Southern 
Seaboard 


90SE0136C Bangkok NAEO NA in Thai 27 Aug 90 p 8 


[Interview with Minister Attached to the Prime Minis- 
ter’s Office Kon Thappharangsi; date and place not 


given] 


[Excerpts] [NAEO NA] As the person in charge of 
monitoring the oil problem, how great an effect has the 
Persian Gulf crisis had on Thailand? 


[Kon Thappharangsi] In talking about oil, I would like to 
divide this into two topics, that is, an oil shortage and oil 
prices. With respect to an oil shortage, I aim confident 
that there won’t be an oil shortage here. There will be 
sufficient oil to meet ithe country’s demands. As for oil 
prices, the effects will be felt based on the mechanism of 
the world market, which always reflects the realities on 
the oil trading market. [passage omitted] 


As for Thailand, the government has decided to use a 
retail oil price formula in setting oil prices. And it should 
be stressed that this was done in accord with the resolu- 
tion passed by the National Energy Policy Committee in 
January. This was not dreamed up just a few days ago. 


According to the mechanism of this formula, which has 
nothing do with any minister or the political appa- 
ratus, the formula will operate on its own. The effect will 
be that oil prices will be adjusted around the end of 
September or the beginning of October. [passage 
omitted] 


[NAEO NA] The oil price problem will definitely affect 
Thailand’s economic growth. What steps has the govern- 
ment taken to ensure that our economy continues to 
grow? [passage omitted] 


{Kon Thappharangsi] Our focus is not on a continual 
increase of 10 or 11 percent. Our focus is on economic 
expansion throughout the country rather than pockets of 
expansion. Second, we want suitable economic growth, 
that is, we want an increase in water, electricity, roads, 
and telephones. Thus, the rise in oil prices may give time 
to those in these sectors and allow them to keep up. If 
economic growth declines from 11 percent to 8 or 9 
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percent, it will give those in the water, power, road, and 
telephone sectcrs a chance to take a breath and catch up. 
Otherwise, they will come under severe criticism. This is 
something that will become more secure for the nation’s 
economic base. 


[NAEO NA] Meaning that the government wants to let 
things rum iheir course. 


[Kon Thappharangsi] Actually, in building an infrastruc- 
ture, including water, electricity, and telephone services, 
I think that things should be firmer. We shouldn’t 
expand things just by numbers. That would be hollow. A 
solid infrastructure would follow. We can’t built facto- 
ries to produce goods for export without having suffi- 
cient ports from which to ship the goods. We can’t rush 
to build factories if we don’t have sufficient electricity. 


[NAEO NA] As for the factories that are already in 
operation, now that there is an oil problem, production 
costs will definitely increase. What can be done to help? 


[Kon Thappharangsi] When such problems cause pro- 
duction costs to rise, that is beyond our control. We are 
not the only country facing the problem of higher oil 
prices. This is in line with the prices of other goods on 
world markets. We will still be able to conipete on the 
world market, because Thailand will not be the only 
country where production costs increase. Thailand is not 
the only country that will have to pay a higher price for 
oil. 


We are focusing on supporting the sale of Thai products 
on world markets. Others will have to pay a higher price 
for oil, too. There is no reason to become excited, 
because everyone is in the same situation. It’s better if we 
focus on strengthening our economic system. 


[NAEO NA] What effect will the crisis in the Middle 
East, particularly Kuwait, have on the southern seaboard 
project? What other countries will be contacted and 
asked to invest in this project instead? 


[Kon Thappharangsi] The southern issues must be kept 
separate. Kuwait never said that it would invest in 
Thailand’s southern region. The government of Kuwait 
asked only to conduct a joint study with us in order to see 
what possibilities existed for investing in the south and 
to see if this had anything t> do with oil activities. At 
present, we are conducting a study. No one knows what 
the results of the study will be. 


As for investing in projects there, nothing has been 
settled. We have just talked with various people to see if 
they are interested. But the Thai government is not ready 
to enter into talks, because we don’t know what things 
will be like. We just have a broad idea of what we would 
like. That is, we would like to have a large oil refinery to 
export oil and supply oil to domestic markets. We would 
like to have oil pipelines on the Indian Ocean side and 
on the Gulf of Thailand. We would like to have terminals 
on both sides. We must do studies to get some clear 
figures before we can talk with possible investors. 
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But the strategy behind the southern seaboard project is 
to get people in the Middle East and Far East who are 
involved in oil trading activities to play a role in this. 
Because today, in transporting oil from the Middle East, 
regardless of whether it is Saudi Arabia, Iraq, Iran, 
Oman, or Dubai, which are all sources of crude oil, to the 
Far East, including Japan, Taiwan, and Korea, they send 
their ships to Indonesia and Malaysia. They aren’t inter- 
ested in ovr southern seaboard. 


These two -roups have to buy and sell oil daily. They 
aren’t interested in Thailand. But we want to develop the 
southern part of our country and turn it into an eco- 
nomic center by making it an oil trading center. This is 
One reason why the Kuwaiti government joined us in 
conducting this study. They sell oil to the Far Fast. Or it 
could be Iran, Saudi Arabia, or some other country. 
Besides this, Korea and Japan will become involved, 
because we want this to become an oil center. Thus, we 
have to involve these countries. 


This is our international strategy. This has not been 
understood very well. Otherwise, we would have built a 
large southern seaboard. If they don’t become involved 
in trading here, why would we build a center here? Thus, 
this strategy is very important. Steps must be taken to 
have this accepted by countries in both the Middle East 
and Far East. Because for Thailand to become a center, 
these countries must become involved. We can’t do this 
alone. 


This is an international project. This is a more far- 
reaching project than the eastern seaboard project. This 
will be quite international. We will be the center of the 
oil business. 


We don’t have a market for crude oil in our country. To 
become a center, we have to be on friendly terms with 
the countries that produce crude oil and with .ae coun- 
tries that consume refined oil. That is the only way for 
this project to be commercially viable. Before banks will 
loan money, they will certainly ask, If you plan on 
becoming an oil center, from where will you obtain the 
crude oil and to whom will you sell the oil? The answer 
is, The countries that now sell and buy oil. The main 
strategy is to get them to invest with us. 


Kuwait and the other countries that will become 
involved, including Japan and Korea, are all strategically 
necessary for this project. Otherwise, this can’t succeed. 
Singapore has six refineries. Singapore has been an 
international center for 20 years. 


The Saudi companies that sell oil to Japan may dock 
their ships at Krabi, pump the crude oil to refineries, and 
then sell the refined oil to Japan instead of sailing past as 
is the case now. We don’t want them to simply sail past 
us. Thus, we could tell them to stop and refine the oil 
here. To stop at the terminal here, they could refine the 
oil and then ship it on. At the same time, Korea, Taiwan, 
and Japan could purchase oil here, where they have an 
investment. This is our international strategy. 
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But just after Kuwait expressed an interest in this, there 
were criticisms about this and that. That depressed me. 
We should look at the whole, not just specific points. 
Kuwait, Saudi Arabia, and Oman form half the heart. 
Korea, Taiwan, and Japan form the other half. We must 
persuade these countries to invest in building an oil 
industry base here. This is something that 99 percent of 
the Thai people do not understand. But I’m willing to 
take the criticism. [passage omitted] 


Southern Activists’ Connection With BRN, PULO 


90WRO0251A Bangkok NAEO NA in Thai 11 Aug 90 
3 


[Excerpt] A reporter in Pattani Province reported that 
around 2300 hours on 9 August, people with bad inten- 
tions distributed leaflets written in the Yawi language in 
Yarang, Ma Yo, and Muang districts in Pattani Prov- 
ince. These leaflets, which contained pictures, attacked 
the army’s Harap Pan Baru, or “New Hope,” program. 


The text of the leaflets stated that ‘‘our intention is to 
destroy the Harap Pan Baru program of the Thai people, 
who have lied to us. We want to gain independence from 
the Thai Buddhist imperialists, the soldiers who have 
instilled new hope, that is, who have poisoned Muslims 
and the Malay people. The Malay people have been 
trampled on and tricked. We have joined together to 
destroy the Buddhist images and Thai customs in our 
villages. Thais have moved here and built temples in our 
villages. We will cooperate with the Islamic Army in the 
struggle against the Thai Buddhist imperialist forces in 
our land. They are enemies of Allah. Thai policemen 
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have arrested and killed Malay people. People have 
disappeared. They have treated us like wild animals of 
no value.” 


This illegal leaflet was signed by the Front for Action by 
the People of Pattani. 


Major Phimon Prasoet, the deputy governor of Pattani 
Province, told NAEO NA that since the demonstration 
at the Kruze Mosque, which was instigated by members 
of the Shi’ite sect, there have been many such leaflets 
attacking the government. These leaflets have claimed 
that government officials will arrest those who partici- 
pated in the demonstration and called on Thai Muslims 
to rise up and oppose the government. He said that he 
believes that these leaflets are the work of Shiites who are 
cooperating with BRN [National Revolutionary Front] 
bandit terrorists. Their goal is to incite the people to 
rebel against the government in order to form a country 
separate from Thailand. 


However, the deputy governor of Pattani Province said 
that at the end of last month, provincial officials held a 
meeting with all district officers and the Provincial 
Islamic Committee in order to tell Thai Muslims that 
they should not believe the lies printed in these leaflets. 


As for the search for Mr. Sarayut Sakunasantisat, the 
Shi'ite leader who fled and for whom an arrest warrant 
has been issued, Major Phimon said that it is thought 
that Mr. Sarayut will probably join the BRN or PULO 
[Pattani United Liberation Organization], because he 
has been in contact with these terrorists groups for a long 
time. [passage omitted] 
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Military Exercises for Local Defense Purposes 


902E0274A Hanoi TAP CHI QUOC PHONG TOAN 
DAN in Vietnamese Jun 90 pp 22-28 


[Article by Tu Nguyen: “Two Years of Defense-Area 
Maneuvers—Results and Matters To Be Studied Fur- 
ther’’] 


[Text] Defense-area maneuvers have so far taken place 
in nearly one-half of the provinces and municipalities in 
the country. These localities include all of the provinces 
in the important northern inland border areas and a 
number of provinces along the coast and in the western 
and southwestern inland border areas. Some military 
regions have finished organizing maneuvers for their 
own provinces and municipalities. The provinces which 
have not yet performed such maneuvers are urgently 
making preparations for carrying them out in the time to 
come. 


According to an evaluation of the two years (1988-1989) 
of defense-area maneuvers organized by the General 
Staff as presented by the localities and at the conference 
to review and to draw experience from such maneuvers, 
the results can be summarized as follows: 


- A high degree of unanimity has been obtained in regard 
to the party’s views on the task of consolidating the 
all-people national defense and the new party leadership 
mechanism in the course of fulfilling this task. 


- Real changes have been made in the concept and action 
among the leading and commanding cadres at all levels 
regarding the military and national defense task. 


- The signs of vagueness and of a lack of vigilance on the 
part of the party committee echelons, the administra- 
tion, and the people as a whole toward enemy resistance 
and destructive plots and tricks have begun to disappear. 


- The sense of responsibility and the spirit of acting 
positively and on one’s own initiative among the party 
committee echelons and in the administration have been 
heightened in regard to fulfilling the task of building the 
all-people national defense in the localities. 


- At the same time, through the fulfillment of the 
national defense and security task, the localities have 
contributed to stepping up the socioeconomic develop- 
ment task in the renovating efforts. 


The realities and the rich and practical experience 
learned from many aspects of the two years of maneu- 
vers have contributed to gradually perfecting the theory 
and practice on building different defense regions con- 
sisting of provinces and municipalities and materializing 
for the first time the new party thinking on building the 
all-people national defense and preparing the people, the 
armed forces, and the country as a whole for the people’s 
war for the defense of the fatherland. 
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The matters which we have tried to resolve and at the 
same time require further studies are: the party leader- 
ship mechanism, a number of factors regarding the 
building of defense areas, and the work and method of 
organizing the maneuvers. 


1. About the party leadership mechanism 


Perhaps this is a matter that attracts the widest exchange 
of ideas, on both theory and practice. 


About theory, many ideas point to the fact that we have 
failed to show clearly the characteristics of the mecha- 
nism, namely, “The party leads; the administration 
manages; military organs serve as the staff; and com- 
manders maintain unified command in the armed 
forces” under the new historic conditions of our country. 
These are the conditions of “the relatively stable situa- 
tion of the peace throughout the country...” but “this 
peace is far from solid and complete, for there exist 
latent hot spots which can easily explode to become a 
partial armed conflict or war.”' On the other hand, we 
must also take into consideration the characteristics and 
new development of our country in terms of organizing 
the political system, the conditions for socioeconomic 
and cultural developmemt, mostly the experience and 
traditions of our nation in regard to our nation’s struggle 
for keeping the country safe. In addition, the efforts to 
achieve the new leadership mechanism under the conci- 
tions of renovation regarding the party leadership 
toward the military and national defense task and to 
abolish what is backward and inappropriate in the appli- 
cation of the leadership and management relationships 
between the party and the administration and of the 
precious experiences iearned from the recent liberation 
and national salvation struggles for successful fulfillment 
of the task of defending the fatherland require that we 
have determination and boldness and refuse to retreat in 
the face of difficulties. In this undertaking, because 
many policies, measures, and work methods are not 
readily available and because we cannot follow any set 
patterns and be dogmatic, we must resort to trial and 
error, learn in time realistic lessons, and ceaselessly 
renovate things in order to perfect the leadership mech- 
anism. 


Therefore, the practical activities pursued within the 
mechanism in the last two years showed shortcomings 
and weaknesses. One of the most obvious weaknesses 
was the failure to determine the function, task, and work 
method of provincial and municipal CPV [Communist 
Party Vietnam] committees and of military CPV com- 
mittees of provinces and districts both under peacetime 
conditions and in maneuvers (when there is war). In the 
maneuvers, a number of provinces and districts failed to 
show clearly the relationships between the party 
assuming leadership and the administration being in 
charge of management in organizing the fulfillment of 
tasks. Sometimes the party committee echelons showed 
signs of overextending themselves and doing things that 
the administration was supposed to do, or there was the 
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phenomenon of crossing work division lines and dupli- 
cating functions and tasks in dealing with the same 
matter. The first important thing to do, therefore, is to 
clearly delineate the functions and tasks of party com- 
mittee echelons and administrations at all levels in the 
leadership and management relationships of the mecha- 
nism in written documents providing unified rules and 
guidelines on a nationwide basis. 


In addition to clearly determining the functions and 
tasks of the components in the leadership mechanism, 
we need to continue to perfect the system of military 
party committees of provinces and municipalities and 
party affairs committees (military party committees) of 
districts and cities. All localities have unanimously 
believed that in order to strengthen the effectiveness of 
leadership and to organize timely and proper implemen- 
tation of the party’s resolutions, for the sake of being 
practical, in the military party committees (party affairs 
committees) there should be the chairmen of provincial 
and district people’s committees. For the border and 
coastal provinces and districts, where the border defense 
troops are important forces that regularly and directly 
assume the military, security, and foreign-affairs tasks, 
many localities have suggested that it would be necessary 
to let the heads of provincial and district border defense 
units join the military party committees (party affairs 
committees). We think that this suggestion is a rational 
one. 


In order to develop the people’s ownership right and to 
mobilize the combined strength of all the people for 
building provincial and municipal defense areas, in 
addition to strengthening the leadership and manage- 
ment capabilities of the mechanism, an important 
matter is that we must take into consideration the 
position, role, and task of the elected organs—the peo- 
ple’s councils at all levels. The people’s councils at all 
levels are the highest organs representing the people’s 
ownership right and the highest organs of authority of 
the people. These councils not only are the legislative 
organs representing the people in making decisions on 
the major matters having to do with mobilizing the 
forces and means of the state and people, on the plans for 
socioeconomic development and consolidation of 
national defense, security, and so on but also exercise the 
supreme right of control over the state organs while they 
carry out their tasks. Consequently, as a matter of 
principle, in the new mechanism there must be another 
component, that of the elected organs. We must after- 
wards resolve a series of matters having to do with the 
functions, tasks, relationships, and work methods of the 
components of the mechanism. 


In the recent maneuvers, the provincial, district, and 
village elected organs have not yet correctly reflected 
their position and role. In 1988, nine provinces and 
municipalities performed defense-area maneuvers, but 
only one province convened meetings of the people’s 
councils. In 1989, the people’s councils of many prov- 
inces showed good initial activities; many localities 
organized quite successfully meetings of the people’s 
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councils at three levels levels (provincial, district, and 
village) to let them discuss and make decisions about 
important socioeconomic matters and the military and 
national defense task. A matter that is being raised here 
is to determine the mode of operation of the people's 
councils under wartime conditions (in the maneuvers). 
There are different opinions on this matter, namely, 
under wartime conditions what method of operation 
should the people’s councils adopt? Are conditions right 
for and is it necessary to organize meetings of the 
people’s councils? When should the meetings be held, 
and what would be their agenda? This is not the concern 
of just a few localities. Therefore, the question should get 
an early answer so as to make it a common one for the 
country as a whole. 


One of the concerns that are being felt in the localities 
(particularly in the provinces and municipalities that lie 
in important locations and are the economic and polit- 
ical centers of the country) in regard to carrying out the 
leadership mechanism is about the relationships between 
the localities and the organs and enterprises operated by 
the central administration in local areas. In the recent 
maneuvers these organs were acting as nonparticipants; 
if some of them did participate, it was a formal partici- 
pation growing out of their enthusiastic response; it was 
generally thought that it would be nice to participate, but 
nonparticipation would be all right, too. Dong Nai 
Province has 64 central organs and enterprises; only four 
of them did take part in the recent defense-area maneu- 
vers. That was the situation in a single province. What 
about in the entire country? Many people think that in 
the task of building provincial and municipal defense 
areas, many central ministries, committees, and sectors 
have acted as nonparticipants in almost all cases, 
although there were resolutions of the party and direc- 
tives of the CPV Secretariat and Council of Ministers 
requesting them to participate. Consequently, because 
the central level has not acted in accordance with its 
function, this mechanism is carried out only from the 
provincial level down. Time has come for us to have 
decisions and guidelines on the functions and responsi- 
bilities of the ministries, committees, and sectors in 
regard to fulfilling the national defense task, and on their 
responsibilities for leading, guiding, and controlling the 
organs and enterprises operated by them in the localities 
in regard to carrying out this task. To maintain the 
regular activities of the leadership mechanism in both 
peacetime and the maneuvers (in wartime) also is a 
matter that needs to be studied and defined today. The 
reality shows that in a number of localities, the new 
leadership mechanism functions well and is effective 
only in the period of preparing for and carrying out the 
maneuvers, but under normal conditions it does not 
operate in the manner that its needs would require it to. 
There are many reasons. Perhaps the principal reason is 
the fact that the localities have not yet considered 
fulfilling both strategic tasks sometiing they would abso- 
lulety have to do, nor have they put the task of defending 
the fatherland into proper perspective in accordance 
with the real need; or perhaps the reason is that they 
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have not yet renovated the perception of the role of this 
mechanism in regard to developing the people’s overall 
strength in order to fulfill the two strategic task« of the 


party. 


The success of building provincial and municipal 
defense areas is first of all dependent on ceaselessly 
perfecting the organization of the machinery of the 
leadership mechanism and establishing rational and sci- 
entific relationships, as well as the functions and tasks of 
the components making up the mechanism, particularly 
the heads of such components. This is the science of 
Organizing which we must study, supplement, and per- 
fect conform to the development of the military and 
national defense task in particular, and the political and 
socioeconomic task in general to conform to modern 
Organization and systematic theory. 


2. About the factors related to building defense areas 


To draft plans and documents for combat and on 
ensuring successful combat is a basic factor of the task of 
building defense areas. On the basis of the guidelines 
provided by the General Staff, all provinces and munic- 
ipalities, which have or have not yet performed the 
maneuvers, have recently drafted defense-aree docu- 
ments. Generally speaking, the documents of the local 
committees and sectors were far from uniform. There 
were no studies and positive determination of the types 
of documents to be drafted, nor of the contents and 
method of drafting such documents. Furthermore, tiis is 
a series of documents consisting of many types of syn- 
chronized, comprehensive, and long-term plans on the 
political and military work, socioeconomic develop- 
ment, and so on, and requiring that we ensure a high 
degree of accuracy. The greatest difficulty that the local- 
ities currently face is the lack of the necessary factors, 
such as the goals assigned by the superior echelons to the 
provinces for the latter to draft long-term five year, 
10-year plans on socioeconomic development and 
strengthening of national defense. On the other hand, 
each province and municipality has its own characteris- 
tics and task that must be carefully considered and 
reflected in the plans. Thus the planning, documents, 
and building of defense areas recently achieved by the 
provinces and municipalities have been at the level of 
training and exercising only. A need that must be satis- 
fied is to unify soon the types of documents to be drafted 
by military organs, as well as by committees and sectors, 
so that they would contain uniform factors and rules set 
for each and every type of documents. The central organs 
and sectors must inform the localities of the data and 
goals of their sectors, and provide them with guidelines 
regarding the way to draft documents in accordance with 
the functions of various sectors. 


Combat activities are a basic function of provincial and 
municipal defense areas when there is a war. In the 
recent maneuvers, this matter was not studied and 
drilled very much. About viewpoints and principles, we 
understood them and applied them in a relatively uni- 
fied manner. But because the characteristics of the tasks 
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and political, military, and economic positions of the 
provinces and municipalities were different and because 
the combat objectives and forces of the defense areas 
were even more different, there were many conflicting 
Opinions On a positive application of the method of 
combat activities (the way to fight) by each and every 
province and municipality. These opinions were cen- 
tered on the following matters: applying combat 
methods of various types (forms); deploying, using local 
armed forces; achieving combat coordination between 
the main-force forces of the ministry and military region 
and local armed forces; defining the tasks of and the way 
to use local armed forces, and combining these forces 
with the public security and border defense forces in 
carrying the task of fighting armed rebellion, acts of 
disturbing the peace, and so on. These are the matters 
that many people are concerned about and must be 
studied one by one so as to arrive at unified conclusions. 


The realities in the two years of maneuvers have also 
raised many new questions regarding the factors related 
to building defense areas, such as combining economic 
matters with national defense; organizing, training, and 
mobilizing the reserve forces; building organizational 
system models for local military organs to satisfy the 
needs of the new task; building models of troops deploy- 
ment in the people’s war in general and of building key 
defense areas and combat bases in particular in the 
defense areas, and so on. These are difficult questions 
which cannot be quickly answered through only a series 
of maneuvers. Although they have been extensively 
discussed in preliminary and final reviews conducted at 
different levels by the Ministry of National Defense, 
military regions, and provinces, opinions that are far 
from unified still remain. Therefore, they must continue 
to be studied so that documents and unified guidelines 
could be issued early in the whole country. 


3. About the factors and methods of organizing and 
conducting defense-area maneuvers. 


Provincial and municipal defense-area maneuvers are a 
completely new method of military and national defense 
education and training for the party, people, and army as 
a whole. Therefore, to organize leadership organs and 
directorial components in a way to make them proper 
remains a matter that is under study. In the 20 recent 
defense-area provincial and municipal maneuvers, per- 
haps Dong Nai was the only province that organized its 
own leadership and directorial organ to conduct the 
maneuvers, but the maneuvers in other provinces were 
directed by the military regions. The principle of the 
higher echelons training the lower ones was applied to 
the defense-area maneuvers. In the beginning, because 
provinces were inexperienced in military and national 
defense training matters, it was necessary to apply this 
training method. But realities have indicated that after 
the provinces have acquired certain experiences and the 
level of the theoretical and practical knowledge of mili- 
tary and national defense matters of their leadership and 
command cadres has become higher, it would be rational 
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for the localities themselves to organize their own lead- 
ership and directorial organs (as in the maneuvers in 
Dong Nai Province) in order to assert their intention, to 
define factors and methods, to draft documents, and to 
conduct the maneuvers. The Ministry of National 
Defense and military regions would provide assistance 
and guidance when necessary. This organizational 
method serves many purposes, namely, to ensure 
defining accurate maneuver factors conforming to local 
realities and avoiding negative and inappropriate factors 
failing to take into consideration the characteristics and 
tasks of the localities, as it did happen in a number of 
recent maneuvers; to develop a sense of responsibility, 
positive action, and the ability to take the initiative on 
the part of the localities; and to directly contribute to 
making the localities capable of improving themselves 
anc raising the level of their leadership and organiza- 
tional capacities in fulfilling the local military and 
national-defense task. 


To define appropriate maneuver situation for provinces 
and nunicipalities having different terrain conditions 
currently is a matter that is being hotly discussed and 
debated. Most recent provincial and municipal maneu- 
vers were structured in the situation of fighting the 
enemy in a large-scale aggressive war with training 
requiring a gradual switch through different conditions 
of combat readiness on the part of the local armed forces 
and moving the entire localities from peacetime to 
wartime. This is a correct and necessary training direc- 
tion aimed at providing the basic training steps and 
preparing the economy, localities, people, and armed 
forces for fighting the enemy’s large-scale aggressive war. 
However, in order to respond to the new realities and 
development brought about by enemy plots and tricks to 
resort to resisting and disruptive activities, the defense 
areas not only have the task of fighting the enemy’s 
large-scale aggressive war but, as an immediate and 
primary task, must also deal effectively with the enemy’s 
total-disruption strategy, fight disturbances and armed 
rebellion, and be ready to defeat the enemy’s small-scale 
and sudden military attacks on land, at sea, and in the air 
and illegal invading activities. The more recent defense- 
area maneuvers (in the second half of 1989) offered 
mixed training in the situation of fighting enemy small- 
scale military attacks and dealing with disturbances and 
armed rebellion. But generally speaking, the creating and 
dealing with situations is not yet appropriate for the 
realities, characteristics, and tasks, both immediate and 
long-term, of the localities. 


In order to resolve this matter, the important thing is to 
correctly evaluate the objects of combat and their plots 
and tricks against the defense areas in different terrain, 
to clearly define the characteristics and tasks of the 
provinces and municipalities, and on this basis to create 
situations that may happen being very close to the local 
realities for the sake of training. Depending on the 
provinces, some of them can mainly train in the situa- 
tion of fighting the enemy’s total-disruption strategy and 
fighting disturbances and armed rebellion; others can 
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mainly train in the situation of dealing with the enemy's 
small-scale military attacks or fighting the enemy’s large- 
scale aggressive war. On the other hand, in order to make 
defense areas capable of dealing with the enemy’s 
resisting and disruptive plots and tricks at different 
levels, we should offer tra‘ning in all situations, 
including that of fighting the enemy’s large-scale aggres- 
sive war. However, we must first of all pay attention to 
the main and immediate military task of each and every 
province and municipality. 


Aw ut participants in maneuvers, we recently conducted 
training Only at two levels (provincial and municipal) 
and skipped almost completely the basic level (village, 
subward, enterprise, state farm, state forest, naval group, 
and transportation and fishing flotilla), except for a few 
villages and subwards in a number of provinces having 
actually participated in them. In order to turn provinces 
and municipalities into strong defense areas, the decisive 
question is to build basic organizations that are politi- 
cally, economically, and militarily strong. The reason is 
that these basic organizations are where the military and 
national defense strength is directly organized and built, 
and where the task of mobilizing manpower and 
resources for war is directly carried out. Therefore, in the 
time to come, we must have plans to strengthen the 
organization of maneuvers for basic units. In order to 
satisfy this need, we wonder whether it is advisable to 
Organize more maneuvers (regular and periodic) at the 
two district and village levels, or at the combat village 
cluster level. At this level all basic units in districts can 
take part in training, with positive and realistic training 
factors and situations being close to their characteristics 
and tasks. 


Footnote 


1. Nguyen Van Linh: “Consolidating Peace, Remaining 
Vigilant, Developing Combined Strength for the Defense 
of the Fatherland,” TAP CHI QUOC PHONG TOAN 
DAN, Dec 89 issue, pp 3, 4. 


Ways for Colleges To Share in National Defense 
Tasks 


902E0275A Hanoi TAP CHI QUOC PHONG TOAN 
DAN in Vietnamese Jun 90 pp 72-75 


[Article by Professor Lam Quang Thiep, Ph.D., head of 
the College Education Department: “Strengthening the 
Effects of Colleges on National Defense Work’’] 


[Text] In order to conform to the new situation of the 
country in the current stage, we advocate reducing the 
size of the regular army and cutting the national defense 
budget. Under these circumstances, in order to ensure 
the proper fulfillment of the two strategic tasks of 
building and defending the fatherland, we cannot avoid 
compensating for such cuts by doing two things: one, to 
raise the quality of the reserve troops and local military 
forces; and two, to attract all civilian sectors toward 
fulfilling the national defense tasks. For both measures 
the network of colleges plays a very important role. 
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We would like to offer a number of practical ideas about 
the above-mentioned measures from the angle of a 
component in charge of managing the training in col- 
leges. 


1. Some measures for improving the quality of military 
education in civilian colleges. 


Today the task of drafting the new training plans for 
colleges is encountering a serious difficulty having to do 
with setting the time. In this era of information explo- 
sion, college education is conceived as just a time frame 
in the continuous educational process and provides 
students with the needed potential for lifetime learning; 
therefore, the time of college training, generally 
speaking, must be shortened. For most occupations, the 
training time tends to be reduced to four years. 


The need to improve the efficiency of training within a 
reduced time frame forces the people in charge of 
training management to calculate a rational use of the 
students’ precious hours of learning and to select very 
refined things to teach. In this situation, in the opinion 
of many colleges today, the results of some subjects 
taught are still poor in terms of the time allotted to them. 
The subjects that the colleges mention most frequently 
include the military courses, physical education and 
sports, and Marxism-Leninism. 


In the case of the military subjects, we think that the 
following factors are responsible for the poor results: The 
contents of the curriculum were far from suitable for 
college students; the organizational aspect of training 
was not rational yet; faculties did not respond to the 
needs; and the material conditions of training were 
excessively poor. The poor results of the military sub- 
jects taught have created a mentality of underestimating 
them and getting bored by them, and this mentality has 
exerted adverse effects making results poorer still. 


In order to overcome such a situation we must again 
revise the curricular contents, improve the organization 
of training, and strengthen the quality of training cadres 
and the material conditions of teaching military subjects. 


We propose that we revise the curricular contents and 
improve the organization of teaching military subjects in 
our colleges to conform to the new two-stage training 
plan as follows: 


In stage one (the first two years), let us take about four 
weeks to devote to general military training, but students 
must be gathered in training centers under the manage- 
ment of the National Defense Ministry; at the end of this 
training course, students will receive a military training 
certificate, which will be one of the conditions for getting 
a degree later. To make students undergo training in the 
centers has the following advantages: 


- Students lead a collective life as real soldiers, get 
around-the-clock management that makes training more 
serious, and at the same time can train themselves in 
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discipline and the concept of collectivity. The impres- 
sions conveyed by the course and its consequences will 
leave favorable effects on the entire period of their 
learning in the colleges. 


- Conditions are favorable for getting good instructors 
and good means of teaching in the same place. 


Every cluster of colleges (Hanoi, Ho Chi Minh City, 
Hue-Da Nang, Bac Thai, and so on) should organize a 
training center, which Department I manages in terms of 
training contents. Students from colleges in the same 
cluster are to have their training in the center according 
to plans (with schedules s:t up for distribution of stu- 
dents). 


In stage two the military part in the curriculum assigned 
to students will include the following: 


- Some basic matters related to the Vietnamese military 
thinking and science. 


- The achievements of modern military science and 
technology. 


- A military career close to the major of students (both 
theory and practice). 


To teach students the military part that includes the 
above-mentioned elements will help them to understand 
the relationships between the knowledge of the career of 
their choice and the military field, closely link produc- 
tive labor with defense of the fatherland, and allow them 
to quickly familiarize themselves with work in the army 
when they are mobilized. Only by combining military 
education with career that way can we fully develop the 
superiority of colleges in preparing the reserve forces. 


It is obvious that if we want to make sure the military 
teaching will be conducted in this manner, we must 
change the organizational aspect of the military depart- 
ments of our colleges and rebuild the military curricular 
system in stage two to make it conform to the groups of 
defined occupations. The general military training 
cadres should all work in the centers, but in the colleges 
there should be specialized military science sections 
consisting of cadres having good background capable of 
teaching or following the teaching of specialized military 
subjects (we can invite cadres specialized in the military 
subjects taught in military academies to come and 
teach). The specialized military subjects, in addition to 
the training purposes benefiting students, also are the 
links that rally and attract science cadres in colleges in 
doing scientific research for national defense. 


To select prospective reserve officers for training in 
appropriate occupations at the end of the courses of 
studies is an inexpensive and very effective way to 
prepare the reserve forces. 
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2. To build a rational network of military colleges, to 
organize joint training among civilian and military 
colleges, and to attract the gray matter from civilian 
colleges for serving national defense. 


a. Under the conditions of the Ministry of National 
Defense budget and scope of training being reduced, we 
think that the ministry should only retain the army’s 
extremely special colleges and occupations. The colleges 
that are less special should be converted into civilian 
colleges, which must still fulfill part of the training task 
for the army; at the same time, by using a rational 
mechanism, we must try to persuade other civilian 
colleges having good potential to do training for the 
army. If we can achieve that, on the one hand, we can 
develop the usefulness of the originally military colleges 
in fulfilling civilian tasks and create favorable conditions 
for these colleges in international relations, and on the 
other hand, we still can mobilize the strong force of the 
civilian colleges for the military and national defense 
tasks. 


b. Combined training can be achieved in these two 
forms: 


- About the subjects that are needed by the military and 
are now taught in civilian colleges, these colleges are the 
prime provider of training, with the military part of the 
knowledge being possibly provided during the training of 
reserve officers or in short-term supplementary courses 
offered after enrollment in the army. 


- About the technical or specialized military subjects that 
cannot be provided by civilian colleges, we can provide 
them according to this plan: Following the stage one (two 
years) in which training takes place in the civilian 
colleges offering appropriate career training, training is 
switched in the stage two to the military colleges. The 
latter can select from the beginning applicants for admis- 
sion and send them to the civilian colleges for studying 
in the stage one, or recruit cadets only in the stage two. 
Students who are trained in the stage one and come from 
civilian colleges through a regular screening process will 
ensure recruitment of good trainees for the military 
colleges. The above-mentioned way to train students will 
save a lot of staff and expenses for the army colleges and 
at the same time create a greater recruiting capability. 


Naturally there is the question of attractiveness of the 
military career for students. This question must be 
resolved on a larger scale through the teaching of patri- 
Otic traditions and through a system of appropriate 
policies and procedures. Along with an awareness of the 
obligation toward the fatherland, the guarantee of having 
a job with many privileges will create an attractiveness 
that makes students choose military careers and occupa- 
tions. 


c. Another major question is the fact that the army needs 
policies allowing it to exploit “the intellectual resource” 
in the network of civilian colleges serving the national 
defense task. During the resistance against America 
there was a time when the army did pay attention to 
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exploiting the intellectual capabilities of colleges, but 
after the war that effort was neglected while the scientific 
level of colleges was being raised much higher than 
before. On this matter even the American military 
experts had to affirm that ‘it would be a disaster not to 
mobilize the potential of colleges for making appropriate 
contributions to the (national) defense power.” 


The bridge between the army and the college intellec- 
tuals is the specialized military subjects offered by the 
colleges, which are under the general management of 
Department I of the Ministry of Higher and Vocational 
Education. In this spirit, Department I has another 
extremely important function. It needs to pay attention 
to adopting a series of positive policies and procedures 
offering privileges to attract the intellectual resources of 
colleges for serving national defense. 


And so, in spite of the fact that the new situation requires 
reduction of the staff and budget for national defense, if 
we know how to organize and to distribute work in a 
rational manner, we will be able not only to maintain but 
also to strengthen the usefulness of colleges in serving 
national defense and ensuring the fulfillment of the two 
strategic tasks of building and defending the fatherland. 


ECONOMIC 


People’s Council Urged To Resolve HCM City’s 
Many Problems 


902E0272A Hanoi NHAN DAN in Vietnamese 
20 Aug 90 p 3 


[Article by The Gia: ““Ho Chi Minh City—Urgent Mea- 
sures for Socioeconomic Problems’’] 


[Text] According to an evaluation of the situation by the 
People’s Council of Ho Chi Minh City, in the last seven 
months the municipality was facing profound difficul- 
ties. While the basic difficulties that had existed for a 
long time were not yet overcome, new difficulties were 
cropping up. The enemy and bad people were taking 
advantage of its difficulties, weaknesses, and failures to 
step up their provocative and dissident activities. 


Further developing the spirit of self-reliance, the party 
organization, administration, and people of the munici- 
pality actively made the right decisions and took many 
measures to prevent a depression, to gradually overcome 
the difficulties in daily life and the consequences of the 
breakdown of credit and capital-mobilizing installations, 
to maintain political stability, to thwart in time the 
enemy’s destructive plots, to reduce crimes, and so on. 


The plan for the first six months of this year was 
underachieved. Because of poor performance in produc- 
tion and business, the budgetary receipts were down to 
only 45 percent. Quite a number of units had to use the 
capital provided by the budget. The collection of indus- 
trial and commercial taxes scored only 39 percent. 
Although the tax sector had made many efforts, the 
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failure to collect taxes reached very high percentages, 
30-40 percent in almost all cases and even higher in some 
localities. A real problem that was the direci reason for 
the decline of production was the widespread existence 
of smuggled foreign goods; the many measures taken to 
fight smuggling remained ineffective. Many economic 
units which had been pursuing local interests imported 
the goods that domestic producers were totally capable 
of supplying, such as beer, liquor, cigarettes, pickled 
cucumber and scallion, sugar cane juice, soy sauce, 
soybean milk, secondhand clothes, and so on, and thus 
destroyed the market for many lines of domestic goods. 
Ho Chi Minh City is the consumers’ market that absorbs 
more than 80 percent of the smuggled foreign goods 
provided by the southern provinces, and this does not 
include the smuggled goods coming from the northern 
provinces. Due to the pressure brought about by smug- 
gled foreign goods which sell at cheap prices, domestic 
goods cannot sell and many production enterprises and 
business corporations suffer from this situation. 


On the other hand, public opinion is greatly concerned 
about the fact that law is not respected in economic 
activities, that the sociocultural order and security show 
many proofs of bad conditions, and that the worsening 
unemployment problem brings along more social ills. 
This state of affairs can be partially due to the weakness 
of state management in many fields. But the profound 
reason for the common decline of production is the fact 
that many production and business units have not yet 
escaped the mechanism of administrative rules and state 
subsidies and that as the rate of interest charged by the 
bank is increased, the effort to fight price subsidies does 
not go hand in hand with the effort to supply these units 
with capital. It is obvious that while the units’ need for 
capital is quite great, the self-supplied capital accounts 
for only 10-15 percent, which compels them to borrow 
the rest from the bank and credit installations. According 
to final inventory figures from the municipal, district, 
and precinct units, the capitai that lies in materials, 
unsold goods, and debts to be collected accounts for 84 
percent of the units’ total liquid capital. The remaining 
liquid capital accounts for only 16 percent of the total 
liquid capital. Although there is a shortage of capital, 
many units fail to manage and use capital in an effective 
manner and allow waste to take place. 


In order to fulfill at any cost the socioeconomic tasks 1n 
the last months of this year, we must take many uniform 
measures. The Municipal People’s Council pays special 
attention to the most urgent and decisive measures and 
policies. One, to concentrate all efforts on reorganizing 
both production and the market, supplying production 
with capital, singling out and quickly handling the units 
that have performed most poorly, and making another 
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step toward renovating the ranks of production and 
business management cadres. 


Two, to fight against smuggled foreign goods and against 
both corruption and waste. In order to fight effectively 
the problem of goods smuggling, the basic economic 
measure to take is the fact that production installations 
must produce goods of reasonable quality and prices that 
satisfy the domestic consumption. To firmly fight 
against smuggled foreign goods, to protect domestic 
goods, and at the same time to adopt policies to support 
prices of the essential goods. To impose severe punish- 
ment on the bad people who take advantage of the 
situation to make counterfeit goods of poor quality. To 
coordinate the action of all provinces in the same region 
in fighting against smuggling of foreign goods. To have 
fair and just punishment against the dishonest business 
people and the organs and cadres involved in smuggling 
of foreign goods. To urgently strengthen market leader- 
ship and management. The struggle against smuggled 
foreign goods, which is closely linked with the campaign 
against corruption and waste, is a force that makes the 
masses feel confident that it is necessary to implement 
the CPV [Communist Party of Vietnam] Central Com- 
mittee’s Resolution 8 in a systematic manner, with 
effective educational, economic, and legal measures to 
be taken along with it. 


Three, to strengthen the observation and enforcement of 
the law, to restore law in society, to safeguard the 
socialist legal system, with the drafting of legal docu- 
ments and regulations being an immediate work to do. 
On the basis of the experience that has been learned from 
our immature state management lately, from now on the 
municipality should have official documents drafted 
before implementing any major positions, policies, and 
measures having to do with the state management. To 
use propaganda about and to ensure observation of the 
law in economic relations, to strengthen the judging 
powers of economic arbitrators, and to improve the 
results of a coordination among law enforcement organs 
in the economic field. To fight against rightist tendencies 
in inspection, investigation, prosecution, and trial of 
cases of negative behavior and crimes, particularly eco- 
nomic crimes. 


In the present situation, the People’s Council is to bring 
to the attention of the courts of law the need to apply the 
regulations on offenses and punishment so as tc severely 
try such offenses as swindling, seizing properties by 
means of credit, using capital to deal in drugs and 
organizing the consumption of drugs, intentionally 
resisting law enforcement officers, disturbing the peace, 
and so on, and to satisfy the municipality’s political, 
economic, and social-order needs. 
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